
2014 Theme: 

Celebrate The Church Triumphant!

“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” – Jesus   
September Theme: THE CHURCH TESTED  

The Church has stood the test of time.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This Month’s Main Scriptures:
“Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep His commands.”         Deuteronomy 8: 2

“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of Me. At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.”                                                                                           Matthew 24: 9-13
“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? And I trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong—not so that people will see that we have stood the test but so that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth.”                                                II Corinthians 13: 5-8
 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms...put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, Therefore, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.”        Ephesians 6:10-13
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”                                                 James 1:2-4

Today’s Scriptures (NIV):

“Testing will surely come.”                                                       Ezekiel 21: 13

“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of Me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.”                        Matthew 24: 9-13
“Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.”                                                  Luke 8:13
“Greet Apelles, whose fidelity to Christ has stood the test.”      Rom.16:10

 “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed.”      I Peter 4:12-13

“You dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.   I John 4:4
“Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.”                                                              Revelation 2:10
The Church is Continually Going (Growing)Through Tests  

(Testing…testing…one…two…three…)

1. Testing has been and always will be.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
   Ezekiel 21:13; Eph. 6:10; James 1: 2-3; I Pet. 4:12-13  

   Face the tests with joy, strength, and faith.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
2. Tests are not easy, but are passable.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
  Jonah 1:17; Matt. 24:9-13; Phil. 4:12-13; I John 4:4

We have Power over backsliding, betrayal, hatred,  deception, increased wickedness, love grown cold.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
3. Some pass the test, but some don’t.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Matthew 24:10; 25:31-33; Luke 8:13; Hebrews 10:25  
    Passing the test takes real commitment.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
4. Thank God for all who have passed. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Luke 12:35-37; Romans 16:10; Heb.11; II Tim. 5:6-8 

    Count me now among the faith-keepers. 

       _____________________________________________________________________                       

        _____________________________________________________________________

        _____________________________________________________________________ 
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